Addendum to Parent Handbook for COVID-19
2021-22 School Year
This Addendum describes measures currently in place at CMS due to the Covid-19 pandemic. CMS follows
public health guidelines issued by the CDC and Williamson County Health District. As a licensed child care
center, we also follow Health Protocols required by the Texas Dept. of Health. If changes are made to
these policies and procedures, CMS will notify families and families.

Goals & Objectives
Our goal is to provide in-person Montessori education for our students, with health and safety
protocols in place to reasonably mitigate the risk of exposure to COVID-19. These protocols are
intended to reduce exposure risks so our students can have a relatively normal classroom
experience. However, parents at CMS acknowledge that, despite our efforts, there is still some
risk and enrolling your child indicates your acceptance of this. It takes our collective effort to
keep our community healthy. Thanks for doing your part!

Covid-19 Protocols in Place
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Masking
Class bubbles
Restrictions for visitors to campus
Increased disinfection & hygiene procedures
Monitoring illness
Restrictions on food handling & sharing
Increased ventilation indoors and time spent outdoors
Quarantine protocols for positive cases

Masking:

CMS staff are required to wear face masks while inside classrooms and outside when in close
proximity to students. When outdoors, such as on the playground, face coverings may be
removed when social distancing is possible. In the office or other areas of campus where
students are not present, face coverings for adults are recommended.
Students in Children’s House, Elementary and Adolescent classes are required to wear face
masks while inside classrooms. When outdoors or when eating or drinking, face coverings may
be temporarily removed. Classrooms will provide safe storage for masks not in use.
Visitors to CMS will be limited (see below) and face masks will be required while on campus.

Class bubbles:

During class time, students will remain in their ‘class bubbles’ and interactions with other class
groups will be limited. Classrooms in the same building on campus are considered a bubble. For

before and after school care, students will combine in bubbles based on building or level. For
instance, Casita students in the Green building (Rosemary & Poppy classes) will combine in
Rosemary for before school care and after school care.

Restrictions for Visitors to Campus:
To reduce exposure risks, visitors to campus will continue to be limited. Prospective parent tours
will not enter buildings. Parent observations will be suspended for the fall. Authorized service
providers will only enter buildings if absolutely necessary and when children are not present.
Parent volunteers will be outside or without close proximity to students.

Increased Disinfection & Hygiene Procedures:
Staff at CMS will continue to use Victory sprayers daily to disinfect classrooms at the end of the
school day. Regular procedures are built into the school day to disinfect high-touch surfaces in
classrooms. Tables are sanitized before lunch every day, for example. Montessori students have
always participated in care of the environment and will continue to do so but adults take
responsibility for disinfection procedures. Hand hygiene is emphasized by our staff and students
wash their hands frequently and consistently throughout the school day.

Monitoring Illness:
This year, all families whose student will not be at school for the day are asked to email our office
at attendance@community-montessori.org to record the absence. We will call to check on
students absent without notification.
Parents and staff members should screen at home before coming to campus. Any student or
staff members with the following symptoms should stay home:
● Fever of 100.4℉ or higher
● Sore throat
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● New cough
● New loss of taste or smell
● Diarrhea, vomiting or abdominal pain
Any students or staff members who develop symptoms while at school will be asked to go home
immediately. They can return to school when they’ve been fever/symptom free for 24 hours.

Restrictions on Food Handling & Sharing:
All students at CMS will continue to bring individual lunches and snacks from home, as well as
water bottles. We will return to using dishes in classrooms. Students will set their own lunch
place and put items from their own lunchbox on their plate. Communal meals and snacks are
suspended for the time being. Students may utilize food prep items in class for individual items
they have brought, such as cutting a banana from their lunch box. We will not be baking in class
or preparing food that will be shared amongst all students for the time being.

Increased ventilation indoors and time spent outdoors:
All class spaces at CMS have air purifiers with HEPA filters. When weather permits, windows and
doors will be open to increase fresh air circulation inside. Students have access to backyard
spaces during the school day and are encouraged to eat snacks outdoors. Older students may
also work outside when appropriate.
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Quarantine Protocols and Communication relating to Positive cases:

CMS follows the guidance of the CDC, public health officials & government agencies. When
Covid-19 cases occur, we contact the Williamson County and Cities Health District (WCCHD) and
Texas Child Care Licensing and follow their directives. Staff members and students that are
waiting for Covid test results need to stay home until they have obtained results. The following
are general guidelines provided by WCCHD.
●

If a student or staff member tests positive for Covid and has symptoms, that person must
stay home and notify the school. They may return when:
○ At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared
○ At least 24 hours since resolution of fever (without the use of medication)

CMS will notify all families and staff members of a positive case in a student or staff member at
our school and convey any WCCHD/Licensing directives.
●

●

●

If a student or staff member tests positive for Covid but has no symptoms, that person
must stay home and notify the school. They may return to CMS 10 days after the date of
their positive COVID test, if they have not developed any symptoms. If they do develop
symptoms during the 10 day period, they must meet readmission criteria listed above.
Families and staff will be notified of any positive cases at school.
If a student or staff member has been exposed to someone who has tested positive, that
person must stay home and notify the school. They may return to CMS 14 days after the
last contact occurred, provided that they have had no symptoms and have not tested
positive. If symptoms develop or they test positive, then the readmission criteria listed
above applies. There is no requirement to report exposure and families will only be
notified if symptoms develop or a positive test result is received.
If a student or staff member has symptoms of illness similar to Covid, that person must
stay home and may return to CMS if/when:
○ Confirmation of an alternative diagnosis is obtained from a health care provider
AND they have been fever free/symptom free for at least 24 hours.
○ Or, they have tested negative for COVID and have been fever free/symptom free
for at least 24 hours

As per CMS policy, families are notified of communicable illnesses that their child may have been
exposed to at school. A diagnosis of the flu, for instance, will be sent to families as a
communicable illness alert regarding the flu. Parents at CMS should understand privacy
concerns relating to individual health information and trust that if a situation that warrants
notification has occurred, CMS will provide as much information as possible while protecting the
privacy of the individuals involved.

Family Responsibilities:

Families with students enrolled at CMS have a responsibility to others in the school community
to follow school policies and procedures, to keep home children who are sick or have known
exposure to COVID-19, to notify the school promptly if Covid-19 symptoms or testing has
occurred in their family, and to do what they reasonably and responsibility can to limit exposure
risks during the pandemic. CMS families accept and acknowledge their responsibility to keep
their child home if they have fever or other symptoms of illness; pick up their child immediately if
symptoms develop while at school; and follow CMS policies for quarantine in cases of COVID-19.
3

